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JO McDILL'S MUSINGS.

THE HEARTLESSNESS OF WALL STREET.

Wall street papers have mucb ) say of our
nation's pension bill, and, as much is possible,
liberality in the granting of pensions to private
soldiers is discouraged.

The National Tribune, in taking up the
cudgel for the soldiers, makes 'some compari-

sons not flattering to the money power. In a

summary of the article referred to, we find

that private soldiers who served three years
during the Civil war received in pay, clothing,
food and bounties the enormous sum of $1,- -

I83.25-- ,

But few of the private soldiers were able to
lay up a cent with which to begin life at the
close of the war, because there were membeis
of families at home dependent for support.

People who know anything of prices in war
times do not need to be told that three hundred
and seventv-fou- r dollars a year scarcely kept a

family above want. After the war, the old
soldier entered the race for a living, handicapped
by wounds or disease. - Not one in a thousand
but was worse off, physically, if .he was only

lhrough' one active campaign.
If it was merely'a cold offer of money, the

Angel Gabriel could not, to-da- y, hire men for

ten times tlje money to take the same risks and

endure the'same hardships. The privates of

the. Union army did not fight for money. They
are all old, now, broken in health, and gener-

ally poor. I know old soldieis, not intemper-

ate, who are barely one remove from want

and that one remove is due to the pittance
called "pension," and at which there is such
spiteful kicking in the upper circles of bloated
wealth-grabber- s. There are tens of thousands
of old soldiers not worth a penny if their debts

were paid.
So much tor being a private soldier and fight-

ing for principle. The pay is not in moner or.
Wall street gratitude.

The able-bodie- d men who staid at home re-

ceived from two to six dollars per day. But it
is not of the common wage-earn- er I wish to

speak. Surely, that class of people did not

get too much. A comparison shows that the
soldier donated as much as ha received. I

. quote: "If we call the average price paid for

, United States bonds 50 cents, we should find

that, in gold value, the bond-holde- rs lend the
government only $1,190,75647, or less than
half the aggregate value of the donations to
. - mm, a am l-- . Vi o . li eariTa1 It. fl.A

army and navy." Not only did the soldier do-

nate value in time, but he helped pay the
bond-hold- er both- - principal and interest. In
other words, the soldier donated more than the
bond-hold- er loaned, and still paid their full

share of the debt in the indirect taxes the gov-

ernment saw fit to collect.
' In further summarizing the Tribune's state-

ments j we find that, up to the year 1893, the
money-lender- s, upon a gold value of $200,000,- -

i 000, had received the enormous sum of

From the foundation of the gov- -

ernment to the present time, the government
has paid, in pensions, the sum of $3,200,000,-000- ,

and the sum paid bend-holde- rs in interest,
not counting premiums or the advance in the
price of bonds, amounts to the enormous sum
of. three billion dollars.

ernment. The bond-holder- s bled the govern-me- i

Lied as Rockefeller bleeds the lamp-burner- s,

or as the coal barons bleed the miners

and coal burners. Yet, the dirty, foul hyena
howl set up by certain newspapers and politi-

cians against the pension bill is inspired by
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that class of men who bought bonds with a
fifty-ce- nt dollar, and had them paid in a hundr-

ed-cent dollar.
The old soldier has done some grumbling,

but he has abundant reason to do so. His
treatment, compared with the treatment of the
bond-holde- r, is treatment of a stray dog,
compared with a robber chieftain on a throne
of gold. Still, the old 'soldier has only asked

the means of a decent existence asked for
it because he would keep The wolf from the
door of his humble habitation, and, maybe, ed-

ucate histhildrcn.
There is a man in all this great country

who has- - studied the situation, and who has
enough of honor and humanity to be permitted
to dwell among civilized people, but will con-

cede that the private soldier of the Civil war
has never recehed as much as he was entitled
to, say nothing about what the bond-hold- er

plundered from the tax-paye- r. The trouble
with the old soldier is that he does lay the
blame wheie it belongs, and fight' his
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It ought to be clear to people who can reason
that a government that did so much for its
plunderers and so little for its defenders was
not a government ot the people. Too much
friendship has been shown for the government's
plunderers. That the government has shown
as much friendship for the soldier is not because
the politicians felt that friendship, but because
of the old soldier vote and influence. Deprive
the old soldier of a vote, and, so far as the
friendship of most politicians goes, the soleier
might beg, tramp or starVe. It is the friend-

ship of the great common, people that has made

the lot of the soldier, his children and widow
as tolerable as it is. If left to the com.non
people, it would have been different: The. lit-

tle the soldier has received has been wrung
fiom the bauds of Greed and Selfishness.

Anything like decent treatment has been as

grudgingly given as Rockefeller's endowment
to univeisities. The public mind must be con

OUDIViC

v.

that

the

ciliated. Fair in the promise, Lut false in the
performance Attempt after attempt has been
made to poison tbe public mind. All the hounds
of Wall street were hot on the false scent of
"lraud." How could a man defraud the gov-

ernment when there was an army of office-'holdc- rs

watching him; or'great the fraud when
the peusioner got three or six dollars a month?

Wall street is great on comparisons. It is
one of its fortes as well r.s the crj of "fraud."
Our soldiers are "better treated" than the sol-

diers of the old countries. To be sure. But
the. soldiers of the old countries are treated
worse than dogs private soldiers are It is
dodging the question. How should a soldier
be treated who fought in a great cause? Should
he be treated as well as a bond-holde- r? O, no!
says Plutocracy. - Wall street would shame a
James brother in dodging.

Comparison is the citadel of plutocratic fort-

ifications.
We demand justice rather than old-worl- d'

conditions; reward for merit instead of loot for
public plumpers. If the old-worl- d, powers
treat their broken-dow- n soldiers worse than
brutes and other helpless" people, the only aigu-me- nt

we see in it is that the old-wor- ld powers
should be destroyed utterly annihilated. We
are not willing to accept conditions just a little
better than old-wor- ld conditions. We want
tbe best the earth affords, and we can't have it
so long as the accursed old monster of competi-
tion, bars 'he way. Competition builds a wealth
power everywhere that crushes the best and
noblest of God's creatures, old soldiers included.
The old soldier is only an incident in a long
chain of circumstances, and goes to show the
attitude of plutocracy to heroic

Compared with Wall street vvisooni, the old
soldier is a fool. So, also, the young, and all
other soldiers.

Most wars are the spawn of rich men, but
poor men do the fighting, bear most ot the bur-
dens" and. sulfer most of the atrocities and
always, the bond-hold- er gathers in the loot.

Greed never drew a patriotic breath in all its
long existence, and' never will. Ouf bond
holders could be no exception. ' Greed has but
one characteristic,;and that is, no sentiment of
real brotherly fee'ling for human kind. No
wonder it feels not for the man who saved his
country, and begrudges the soldier the pittance
of a small pension. Greed is not human. It
was laid in the "bottomless pit" and hatched
in Hades.

CRIME AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

A Paper Read by Wesley Huff, Before the
Men's Social Science Club, Monday Night.

We have up for discussion, t, "Crime
and Social Conditions."

Webster defines, crime to be "Any violation
of law, either Divine or human; an omission
of a duty commanded, or any aggravated of-

fense against morality or the public welfare."
We are told that, in the beginning, God '

cre.ited the heavens, the earth, a man and a
subtle beast the serpent.

With the advent of man and this serpent ap-

pears crime. Adam's association with this
serpent led to the commission of the first crime
recorded. This gives us the origin and the
age of crime.

There are many who believe that this ser-

pent has kept'pace with ahd been the constant
companion of the human race, from Adam to
the present time, and is still active in the affairs
of man. This may account for crimes of the
past. I don't think it does for the crimes of
to-da- But, without regard to the cause, his-

tory, sacred and profane, tells us of little more
than one unbroken chain of crime man's in-

humanity to man.
Now we have traced crime from its begin- - .

ning. We w'" row look at ctime as it appears
under our present civilization.

Our prisons; national, state, county and mu-

nicipal, with their tens of thousands of unfor-

tunate mortals di ing time for crimes ranging
from petit larceny to train-robbin- from pick-

ing pockets to defaulting; from assault to mur-

der, give us rather a sad picture of society
to-da- y.

v

But these are not all the criminals. Look at
our postal department but little less than a
den ot thieves. Look at the perjured villains
in the St. Louis city council. Look at the
crimes in the Missouri legislature. Look at
the grafters in Kmsas stuffing pay rolls. Take
your pencil, jot down the crimes you see in
your daily paper or one week, and see if it
does not astonish you.

All the crimes I have referred to exist in the
society of to-da- and are only the suiface
flow. The under-lo- is infinitely worse, but,
we cannot see it. This criminal "condition'is a
sad commentary 0:1 our Christian civilization.

Now, the burning question is, What is the
root cause of these criminal conditions? Many
believe in the snake theory of crime; others in
.the total-depravi- ty theory as the cause. Neither
theory is correct. No man was ever influenced
by a serpent to commit a crime, nor was any
man ever totally depraved.

When a child comes into this world, it is

neither good or bad. It knows nothing. It is
not even conscious of its existence. Now,
wrapped up in this little body is the possible
future man. The futuie man, for good or bad,
depends upon certain conditions." Send that .

child into the sin ins of the city, surrounded by

poverty and crime, half-fe- d, half-clothe- d, poor-

ly housed. Wh it's your product? A criminal
to a finish :i veritable Arab of the desert and
robber' of the rook. Now reverse the condi-

tions. Educatt , feed, clothe aud house to his
natural wants; then give him an equal chance
to maintain life. Now what is your product?
A law-abidin- g citizen. So, man, good or bad,
is the product of social conditions. This fact
leads me to the declaration that social condi-Conclud- ed
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: Calls answered day or night. Hearse fur-

nished free. Located at Vaughn's Furnitur-Stor-e.
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